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Manahawkin Students to Participate In Historic
International Steinway “Peace Piano” Tour

World-Famous “Peace Piano” Arrives For Month-Long Tour Hosted by
Jacobs Music to benefit UNICEF

— Piano students from the Valmonte
Center for Performing Arts will participate in a Perform-a-thon on October 23, 2004 at
the Kimmel Center in Philadelphia. These young local pianists will play on the one-of-a-
kind “Peace Piano,” designed by the world-renowned Steinway & Sons to promote global
peace and raise funds for children in need through the U.S. Fund for UNICEF. Jacobs
Music, one of the nation’s largest acoustic and digital piano and organ retailers, is hosting
the Peace Piano during the month of October as it tours the Tri-State region, the inaugural
stop on its international journey. The local students participating include: Katelyn
Bockin, Joey Bockin, Amy Culleny, Steve Davis, Drew Applegate, Kalie Hom, Katie
Zaber, Amanda Shives, Keith Falkowski, Christina Hepp, Brigid Sweeney, Brianna
Sweeney, Ben Barrett, Arby Barrett, Camryn Isaksen, Chandler Isaksen, Devon Costello,
Ryan Sharkey, Jenna Sharkey, Adam Sharkey, Morgan Rana, and Matthew Rana, and
Mary Finelli.
Choir Director, Miss Tracey Tylicki and her choir, “The B Naturals”, will also perform
with Special Guest, Scot Arch, as John Lennon from Beatle Mania Now, for an exciting
Grand Finale!

Jacobs Music, the exclusive dealer representative of Steinway & Sons for the
Southeastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Delaware region, was the first to be selected
as host for the Peace Piano because of its reputation, dedication, and contributions to the
music community. “This is a great honor for us, as well as tremendous recognition for

the city of Philadelphia and surrounding region for its long history as a center for music



and the arts,” said Al Rinaldi, chairman and CEO, Jacobs Music. “It’s also a wonderful
opportunity for Manahawkin’s youth to help the world’s needy children through the
expression of music.”

Jacobs Music, a Philadelphia cultural institution first established in 1900—the
same year as the Philadelphia Orchestra—has taken a leading role in the Philadelphia
music community. The company supports internationally renowned artists and regional
music organizations, including the Curtis Institute of Music, the Philadelphia Orchestra
and the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, and countless universities and schools of
music. A family owned and operated business, Jacobs Music has built a longstanding
reputation of charitable service to the Greater Philadelphia community.

The Peace Piano was inspired by the historic Steinway concert grand piano
created for the 1939 World’s Fair. That original piano, designed by famed 20" century
art deco designer Walter Dorwin Teague, is now housed at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, DC. The Peace Piano features a unique design that reflects its dedication to
world peace, including a hand-carved dove grasping an olive branch, a gold-painted
lower apron adorned with 63 stars, and 195 flags representing the countries and territories
in which UNICEF has a presence.

Throughout the month of October 2004, Jacobs Music will bring the Peace Piano
to music lovers throughout the Delaware and Lehigh Valleys through a wealth of musical
activities and performances. Many of the area’s most talented child pianists will have the
opportunity to perform on the piano onstage during a “Play for Peace” Perform-a-thon at
such venues as the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts, the Curtis Institute of Music,
the Trenton War Memorial, West Chester University, Rutgers University, and Moravian
College.

The Valmonte Center for Performing Arts is newest premier facility for Arts
education in South Jersey, which also features programs in dance and theatre. The
students of the Valmonte Center will be performing on the Peace Piano during the

concert on October 23, 2004 at 2:00pm.



Joe Valmonte, President & CEO of Valmonte Center for Performing Arts, says, “This is a
wonderful and exciting opportunity for us to be a part of, so let’s support the students,

support our community and let’s make a difference!”

Following its inaugural visit to the Philadelphia area, the Peace Piano will tour
other cities in the U.S., Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia. Proceeds from the events
associated with the Peace Piano will benefit UNICEF. To make donations, please visit

the Peace Piano/UNICEF website at www.unicefusa.org/steinway.

The Valmonte Center for Performing Arts is South Jersey’s largest performing arts
facility specializing in the education of music, dance and acting. The goal of the school is
to provide a thorough education to those members of the community looking to enrich
their lives through the study of the Arts. With programs for children, teens, adults and
seniors, anyone at any level can find a way to pursue their passion at the Valmonte
Center. A family owned business with a Disney attitude when it comes to customer
service...

“Our community is our family.”
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